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How to Bin Numeric 
Variables in IBM SPSS 

Statistics
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Transforming a Numeric Variable

We want to create a new 
grouped variable and 

keep the original numeric 
variable
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Visual Binning

1. Open your dataset in SPSS.

2. Go to Transform > Visual Binning.

3. Select the numeric variable you want to bin and click Continue.

4. Name the new binned variable in Binned Variable box. 

5. Now click the Make Cutpoints button.

6. Choose the method to create cut points (e.g., equal width, equal 
percentiles).

7. Define cutpoints and click Apply.

8. Click Make Labels and click OK. 

9. The new categorical variable will appear in your dataset.
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Why Visual Binning is the Best Option

• Labels are created automatically.

• New variable created in your data.
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Tips and Best Practices

1. Verify the new variable by checking the frequencies and distributions. 

2. You can place multiple variables into Visual Binning and create different splits. 

3. Have a clear rationale for the splits (e.g., we are splitting age to match the groupings that we use in our monthly reports).

4. Document the binning process for reproducibility.

5. Use Paste to save syntax so that you save splits. 

6. Consider the impact of binning on your analysis and results.



Classification: Controlled. Copyright ©2025 Version 1. All rights reserved.

Demo
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